
Arkansas State Standards 
Reading Comprehension Writing-Style Writing-Production
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Collaborative 

Communication
Language

Grade 8 Narrative Writing Guide

Section 1: Literacy Launch

Lesson 1: Introducing Graphic Organizers 8.W.1.S, 8.W.2.S, 8.W.3.S 8.W.4.P (organization)

Lesson 2: Recognizing Genre 8.W.1.S, 8.W.2.S, 8.W.3.S
Lesson 3: Distinguishing Between 

Informational, Opinion, & Argumentative 

Writing 8.W.1.S, 8.W.2.S, 8.W.3.S 8.W.4.P (organization)
Lesson 4: Analyzing Real-World 

Applications of Argumentative & Opinion 

Writing 8.RC.15.RI 8.W.1.S, 8.W.2.S 8.W.4.P (organization)

Lesson 5: Strategic Reading-Informed 

Writing 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.12.RI8.W.2.S

Lesson 6: Strategic Reading: Organization 

and Text Conventions 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.12.RI8.W.2.S

Lesson 7: Close Reading Challenge 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.13. RI 8.W.2.S

Lesson 8: Comparing Four Types of 

Writing
8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 

8.RC.6.RL8.RC.12.RI 8.W.1.S, 8.W.2.S, 8.W.3.S

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC, 8.CC.11.P

Lesson 9: Introducing Literary Elements
 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 

8.RC.6.RL,8.RC.7.RL

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC, 8.CC.11.P

Lesson 10: Writing a Literary Analysis 

Piece
 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 

8.RC.6.RL,8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC, 8.CC.11.P

Lesson 11: Analyzing Assignments for 

Givens and Variables 8.RC.4.RF 8.W.8.P

Lesson 12: Introduction to Inferential and 

Evaluative Thinking
 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 

8.RC.6.RL,8.RC.7.RL
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Section 1: Skills in Review

ENTERTAINING BEGINNING

Lesson 1: Analyze the Beginning 8.RC.6.RL 8.W.3.S
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Lesson 2: Revising Story Beginnings 8.W.3.S 8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.7.P
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC 8.L.11.C

ELABORATIVE DETAIL

Lesson 1: Story Critical Elements 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P 8.V.5
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Lesson 2: Creating Elaborative Detail 

Segments
8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P 8.V.5

Lesson 3: Elaborative Detail- Reading 

with Author's Eyes
8.RC.3.RF,  8.RC.6.RL 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P 8.V.5

Lesson 4: What Do Feelings Look Like? 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P 8.V.5
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

SUSPENSE

Lesson1: Find the Suspense 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P

Lesson 2: Word Referents 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P 8.V.1, 8.V.5

Lesson 3: Red Flag Words and Phrases 8.W.3.S 8.W.8.P
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

8.L.10.C, 

8.L.11.C8.L.12.C

Lesson 4: Building Suspense 8.W.3.S
8.W.7.P, 8.W.8.P

8.V.5

MAIN EVENT

Lesson 1: Comparing Summaries and 

Fully Elaborated Main Events 8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF
8.W.3.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.7.P
8.V.1, 8.V.5

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC 8.L.11.C

Lesson 2: Main Event 8.W.3.S
8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.7.P

8.V.1, 8.V.5
8.L.11.C

ENDINGS

Lesson 1: Analyze the Ending
8.RC.3.RF, 8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.6.RL

8.W.3.S
8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Lesson 2: Extending this Ending 8.W.3.S
8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.7.P

8.V.5

Process Writing Timeline
8.W.3.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.6.P, 

8.W.7.P, 8.W.8.P, 

8.W.9.P,8.W.10.P,8.W.12.P
8.V.1, 8.V.5

8.L.11.C
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Section 2: Responding to Text Source

 Literary Analysis Task- Beginnings

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S  8.V.6

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Narrative Extension Task- Beginnings
8.RC.6.RL 8.W.3.S 8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.7.P  8.V.6

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC 8.L.11.C

Literary Analysis Task- Elaborative Detail

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S 8.W.5.P
8.V.5

Narrative Extension Task- Elaborative 

Detail

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P
8.V.5

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Literary Analysis Task- Suspense

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Narrative Extension Task- Suspense

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.3.S 8.W.7.P, 8W.8.P

8.V.5

Literary Analysis Task- Main Event

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.8.P, 

8.W.9.P

Narrative Extension Task- Main Event

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.3.S

8.W.4.P, 8W.5.P,8.W.7.P , 

8.W.9.P

8.V.1, 8.V.5

8.L.11.C

Literary Analysis Task- Extended Ending

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.2.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.8.P, 

8.W.9.P

8.CC.1.SLC, 

8.CC.2.SLC,8.CC.3.SLC,   

8.CC.4.SLC

Narrative Extension Task- Extended 

Ending

8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL 8.W.3.S

8.W.4.P, 8W.5.P,8.W.7.P , 

8.W.9.P

8.V.5

Writing in Response to Multiple Texts

 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL (depending on the texts you choose to use, 

you could also incorporate 8.RC.8.RL, or 8.RC.9.RL or 8.W.2.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.6.P, 

8.W.7.P, 8.W.8.P, 

8.W.9.P,8.W.10.P,8.W.12.P

8.V.1, 8.V.5

Make It Your Own-Generic Questions for 

Application to Literature of Your Choice

 8.RC.1.RF, 8.RC.2.RF, 8.RC.3.RF, 

8.RC.4.RF, 8.RC.5.RL, 8.RC.6.RL, 

8.RC.7.RL (depending on the texts you choose to use, 

you could also incorporate 8.RC.8.RL, or 8.RC.9.RL or 8.W.2.S

8.W.4.P, 8.W.5.P, 8.W.6.P, 

8.W.7.P, 8.W.8.P, 

8.W.9.P,8.W.10.P,8.W.12.P

8.V.1, 8.V.5
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